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The above-referenced Incumbent Oklahoma Rural Telephone Companies

(collectively "Oklahoma RTCs"), by and through their attorneys, respectfully submit these

reply comments in response to the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC's) Further

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking l.

	

The Oklahoma RTCs provide Lifeline and Enhanced

Lifeline Services to their eligible customers pursuant to the FCC's and Oklahoma

Corporation Commission's ("OCC') rules and regulations.

The Oklahoma RTCs supported the FCC's initiatives introducing a federal Lifeline

program, the enhanced Lifeline program and associated Linkup programs. In conjunction

with the Oklahoma Corporation Commission's orders implementing the federal programs,

the RTCs began implementing the programs. In the year 2002, Oklahoma eligible

telecommunications carriers ("ETC") provided enhanced Lifeline and Linkup service to

51,844 customers, or 48% of the 108,671 national total tribal subscribers. The Oklahoma

Corporation Commission and the ETCs in Oklahoma utilized the definition of former tribal

land as set forth in the attached Internal Revenue Service and Department of Interior

document . This description can be found on the Internal Revenue Service's website at

www.irs.gov .

It is the RTCs reading of the Commission's Order and proposed rules that the current

geographic area eligible for enhanced Lifeline in Oklahoma is being included in the

definition of "reservation," and the FCC is proposing to expand the definition of "near

reservation" to include other geographic areas which are not currently eligible for enhanced

Lifeline . The Oklahoma RTCs believe the current geographic areas in which enhanced

Lifeline services are available today, meet the objectives of the FCC to target support to

reservations, such as geographic isolation, high rates of poverty, and low telephone

' Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service; Promoting Deployment andSubscribership in Unserved and
UnderservedAreas, Including Tribal andInsularAreas, Twenty-Fifth Order on Reconsideration ("Twenty-Fifty
Order on Reconsideration'), Report and Order, Order, andFurther Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, ("Further
Notice') FCC 03-115, CC Docket No . 96-45 (rel . May 21, 2003) .
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subscribership, and that further expansion is not necessary . The Oklahoma RTCs are

concerned about any action taken which would add upward pressure on the size of the

Universal Service Fund, thus making it more difficult for all telephone subscribers to

support . It is the position of the Oklahoma RTCs that further expansion of the geographic

area in which enhanced Lifeline service is to be offered within the State of Oklahoma is

unnecessary at this time .

The Oklahoma RTCs believe the current Lifeline and Linkup programs are in the

public interest and provide benefits to the eligible customers, and that any further expansion

of these programs be carefully reviewed and consider the additional cost that must be borne

by the overall body of telecommunications service consumers prior to any expansion of the

programs .

The Oklahoma RTC's appreciate the opportunity to provide Reply Comments in this

cause, and look forward to the FCC addressing this matter .

Respectfully submitted,

OKLAHOMA RURAL TELEPHONE COMPANIES

RON COMIN DEER, OBA #1835
KENDALL W. PARRISH, OBA #15039
MARY KATHRYN KUNC, OBA #15907
COMINGDEER, LEE & GOOCH
6011 N. Robinson
Oklahoma City, OK 73118
(405) 848-5534
(405) 843-5688 (fax)
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